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ap very important message trom the president 


‘of the United States, in relation to the late Spa- 


nish provinces in America, is published in the con- 
gressional proceedings of the 8th inet. It goes to 
recommend an acknowledgment, though in some 
degree qualified, of the independence of the ge- 
vernments of Mexico, Colombia, the provinces of 
Rio dela Plata, Chiliand Peru. We have noticed 
the remarks of the members to shew the feelings 


-of the house of representatives on the occasion; 


and really hope that the recommendation of the 
president will be supported: and that, by a first ac- 
knowledgment of the independence of the new 
statesjwe may regain the ground that we have lost, 
by a’vather ¢oo neutral conduct. Like the Indian’s 
tree, We were zo straight that we “leaned the other 


way’-but notdesignedly. It grew out of the na- 
tare of things. 
it 1s t€ported, that the ministers of the parties to 


the “Holy Alliance’ at Washington, are quite wroth 
at the proceeding. That the Spanish minister 
would not be altogether pleased with it, was 
to be expected—hopeless as is his master’s cause 
in the late provinces of Spain: but we should 
like to know what dusiness the rest of them have 
with the transaction. Rumor says that the repre- 
sentatives of Russia, Great Britain, Spain and Por 

tugal, have all sent in, or prepared, remonstrances 
on the occasion. It is also said that the Russian 
ininister’s is very ruade—what would his master think 
if the president of the United States, through the 
secretary of state, should tell Aim that he should 
not attack the “legitimate” Turk? Would not 
Alexander think it very impudent?—But we give 
these things only asthe rumors of the day: if true, 
we shall hear more of them. 

OrriciaL PareRS. ‘The present sheet is rich in 
interesting documents. Besidesthe important mes- 
sage of the president, there is a report about the 
army expenditures, on the affairs of the post office, 
respecting the military academy, and relating to the 
pension laws. Also a copy of an important bill re- 
ported by the committee of ways and means about 
duties on imposts. All which wiil claim attention. 

GEwrnat Pposrorrice. It appears that the expen- 
ditures, for the year 1821, amounted to the great 
sum of $136,379 more than the receipts. The P. 
M. Gsuggests some of the causes of this great de- 
ficiency and proposes certain means to reduce the 
expenditure and augment the receipts: but the 
idea of preventing passengers in public stages and 
steam boats from carrying letters, never can be sub- 
mitted to by the people of the United States, until a 
king, in name, as well as fact, shall reign over them 

If we were to-speak of the proposition relative 
to news-papers, it might be thought to «smell of the 
shop”——but it is a little singular that at the moment 
when what must act as an obstruction to the circula- 
tion of intelligence is contemplated in the U. States, 
the republic of Colombia should have passed a law 
providing for the gratuitous transport of those “use- 
ful vehicles of information.” 

The deficiencies of the two last years have been 
supplied by collections of outstanding balances, and 
yet on the Ist of January last, they still amounted 

Vou, X¥Th-—— 8. 






to more than half a million of dgjjars! We should 
like to see a list of the names, afd hear that every 
deputy had been dismissed who had suffered him- 
self to be in arrears, or refused or neglected to 
render his accounts. Punctuality and promtitude 
are essential to the welfare of the public, and 
the means to enforce themare so completely in the 
power of the heads of departments, that we feel lit- 
tle disposed to excuse a want of them in persons re- 
tained in office. The people’s money will never be 
well taken care of, until it shall be anderstood as a 
rule without exception, that every officer who fails 
to settle up and pay off his account at certain regu 
lar periods, will be diamissed. The n of such 
is culpable, and tempts men to become defaulters. 
MILITARY acaDemy. The report about this. es- 
tablishment is quite a curiosity and.néeds fie com- 
ment. We wish the institution well, so far as it ac- 
complishes the national purposes—bat the good 
is so little compared with the cost-ef it, that it 
would seem as if it was chiefly kept up to educate 
and fit for private life, the sons of the most wealthy 
or most influential personsin the United States, 





TuetTarirr. The committee of ways and means 
have reported a bill which contemplates certain 
alterations of the tariff, with a sole regard, as we 
apprehend its items, to an increase of the revenue; 
though in some instances, it is probable, that the 
bill, if passed, will really lessen the present rate of 
receipt. It is pretty clear to us, that nothing 
will be done for the encouragement or protection 
of national industry, unless the force of the house 
of representatives is concentrated. There is power 
enough to pass all nécessary laws on this subject, 
but it is diverted and so rendered inefficient, not- 
withstanding the zeal and watchfulness of some. 

THE BANKRUPT BILL. A committee of the whole, 
it will appear, has refused to strike out the first 
section of this bill—but there were only 139 mem- 
bers present. Our information, goes to shew that 
this bill will not pass, at least at the present session: 
for, though a majority may agree on the general 
question in favor of the bill, the details are of a 
most difficult and perplexing character to adjust 
to the different interests and feelings of the rye 
bers, | 

aPpThe finale. According to our anticipations, 
the bankrupt bill has been rejected in the house of 
representatives—for it72, against it 99; majority 27. 
See the yeas and nays in the proceedings of Tuesday. 
The editors of the “National Intelligencer” on an- 
nouncing the fact, say--“‘we feel bo sincerely for 
those who have rested their hopé on this broken 
reed, that we have no spirits at present to add any 
remarks upon the subject.”’ 

We also regret that something was not done to 
reiieve us of our insolvent laws—but, knowing the 
phalanx opposed to a bankrupt bill on any terms, 
and the variety of opinion that existed as its de. 
tails, we had nu expectation of its passage. | 


SPANISH cLaIMs.—The board of commissioners 





for deciding on claims under the treaty with Spain, 


adjourned on Monday to meet on the 11th of June 
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next—having completed all the business which was 
ina state of preparation forit toact upon. Ninety 
days further time is therefore allowed to claimants 
to prepare and forward the evidence on which their 
claims rest. 

The National Intelligencer states, that the ad- 
mitted claims under the treaty are expected far to 
exceed the amoupt of five miilions of dollars which 
the treaty stipulates for. 





Revenue. The following shews the gross and 
het amount of revenue received at the ports named, 
in 1821, and the cost of collecting the same. 





i (Net reve- 
Gross reve-inue, draw-| Expenses 
nue. backs, &c.| on collec- 
deducted. | tions. 





New York, — |$5,546,232| 4,718.020 | 132,753 











Boston, 3,418,506} 2,187,659 99,016 
Philadelphia, 2,717,890) 2,089,649 66,822 
Baltimore, 1,069,108} 536,304 52,235 
Charleston, 625,235] 549,866 47,404 
Savannah, 324,112} 289,128 28,579 
New Orleans, 518,813} 381,742 56,966 





The cost of collecting the net revenue then is— 
At New York and Philadelphia--three per cent, 

Boston—/our per cent. 

Charleston—eight per cent. 

Baltimore and Savannah—ien per cent. 

New Orleans—fourteen and an half per cent. 





ORDNANCE AND ORDNANCE STORES. A report of 
col. Bomford, of the ordnance department, dated 
the 29th Jan. ult. shews the quantity of cannon, &c. 
belonging to the United States in different fortifi- 
cations, kc. The aggregates of the chief things 
mentioned is all that we think necessary to notice, 

The battering cannon, &c. in the fortifications are 
42 pounders, 28; 52 pr. 226; 24 pr. 413; 18 pr. 228, 
mortars 40; howitzers 56—with shot, shells, &c. 
&c. 

In the arsenals, &c. there are, of battering can- 
non—32pr. 6; 24pr. 267; 18pr. 304; mortars 89; 


howitzers, chiefly 24 pr. 271—with quantities of 


shot, shells, &c. 

The cannon required for the new fortifications 
lately finished or now building, amount in all to 
1,279 24pr.; 200 10-inch sea-coast mortars; 28 
8-inch howitzers: of all which the greater part are 
to be provided, and estimated to cost the sum of 
$957,183, when complete with their carriages, &c. 
he new works are to be supplied with ordnance 
ollows: Fort Diamond, New-York, 87 24pr.; 
Delaware, on the “Pea Patch,” in the river of that 
name, 234 do. 10 mortars, 28 howitzers. Wash- 
ington, on the Potomac, 90 24pr; Munroe, Che- 
sapeake bay, 320 24pr. 60 mortars. Calhoun, in 
the same, 216 24pr.; Mobile Point 108 24pr. and 
10 mortars. Dauphin Island, the same. Rigolets 
and Chef Monteur, each, 58 24pr. and 6 mortars, 








WESTERN Banks We have a closely printed 
pamphlet of 186 pages, 8vo. containing the corres. 
pondence of the secretary of the treasury with the 
officers of the banks of Steubenville, Chillicothe, 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ bank of Cincinnati, 
Franklin bank of Columbus, Farmers’ and Mecha- 


- nics’ bank of Indiana, banks of Edwardsville, Fili- 


nois, Vincennes, Missouri, Mississippi, Tombeckby, 
the branch bank of Kentucky at Louisville, and the 


‘ Planters’ and Merchants’ bank at Huntsville. It 


shews the laberious duties of the head of the de. 


SD 


partment, but we think that the printing of the 
papers might as well have been dispensed with; for 
we doubt whether any one person will read them. 
If the present congress is not well instructed about 
the affairs of the nation, it will not be for the want 
of calls for information. 





THE NEW APPORTIONMENT, under the late census, 
if the law for it had been passed by congress early 
in the session, as it might as well have been, would 
have saved to the different states, which will be 
compelled to have extra sessions of their legis- 
latures, not less, if not much more than 50,000 
dollars, besides the inconvenience that the mem. 
bers thereof will be subjected to. This is among 
the many things that should not be forgotten wien 
a law for taking the fifth census shall be on its 
passage. He that will not profit by experience, 
must be unwise, indeed. 





Dottars are now sold at 24 per cent. premium; 
and we are plagued with odd money——five frane 
pieces, French crowns and “eighteen penny ') ts,” 
instead of the currency to which the prices of come 
modities are generally adapted, and there is no lite 
tle perplexity aboutit. [tis not long si ce that dol- 
lars were in demand, more than bank notes—-but 
now they seem to have nearly disappeared from 
the common circulation—bdecause, “the balance of 
trade isin our favor!” and rags “filthy dowlass,” 
will soon be in request again; for there is a real 
scarcity of change or of any thing that passes for 
money, under bank notes for five dollars. 





TROUBLES IN cANAavA. The earl of Dalhousie, 
governorof Lower Canada, has suddenly prorogued 
the parliament, ‘on a full consideration of tlie si- 
tuation of affairs, and of the peculiar circumstances 
which have led to it, being satisfied that no ben fit 
to the public could be expected from a continu- 
ance of the session.” The assembly had previously 


differred with the legislative council, and refused L 


to vote the annual supplies, by a vote of 21 to 5, 
Thus political symptoms, perhaps revolutionary, 
continue to shew themselves in Lower Canada. 
There is adispute between Lower and Upper Ca- 
nada respecting revenue. 





Common scnoots—in.Vew York. The extension 
through the state, of elementary education, is 
shewn from the increase of scholars—in 1816 they 
amounted only to 140,106; and the number has 
gradually risen to its present amount, which is 
332,979. Whatis the sum of the benefit conferred 
by such such liberal and enlightened measures? 
By what means shall we estimate it? 





TRE PIRATES OF cUBA. Capt. Jones, of the brig 
Diligence, from Matanzas, arrived at Boston, on 
the 7th inst. states that on the 14th of Feb. the 

vernor of Matanzas sent out two detachments 
of soldiers, one towards Point Escondido, and the 
other towards Ycacos, to search for pirates. On 
the 15th, the soldiers sent to Escondido returned 
with four pirates, having killed and wounded seven, 
and captured one of their boats, with two swivels 
mounted, besides muskets, pistols, cutlasses and 
knives. On the 16th ,t!e detachment sent to Point 
Ycacos, returned with thirteen pirates, having kil- 
led one. 

Forrtn news. By late arrivals, London papers 
to the 22d January have been received. 

The weather has been so mild on the continent 








of Europe, particularly in Poland and Russia, tha‘ 
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it resembles spring more than winter; and in the 
neighborhood of Dundee, Scotland, a field of ripe 
parley was cut down in the middle of January, 
which had been sown in August last. ; 

The frigate Owen Glendower has arrived in En- 
gland from South America, with a million and an 
half of dollars. on board. She left Valparaiso, 
Oct. 10. 

Itis stated that the quantity of rum on hand in 
London exceeds 35,000 puncheons!—15,000 more 
than at this period last year. Few sales are ef- 
fected, and the West India planters are much dis- 
tressed thereby. 

The average amount of notes and bills of the 
bank of England in circulation, is stated at 
18,324,974 158. 9d. 

Ireland continued disturbed: the famous Orange- 
alderman James, has been created a baronet, to the 


spoken of when the king visited Dublin. Ina late 
patrol of the country near Mullow, two parties, 
each headed by priests of the established church, 
met one another—one was supposed to be “white 
boys,” and fired upon by the other, by which one 
of the magistrate-priests and a constable were in- 
stantly killed. 

It is asserted that the British government has 
abandoned all hope of preserving peace between 
Russia and Turkey. 

Upwards of 200 vessels were lately wrecked on 
the coast of Sussex. 

France. The debates in the chamber of depu- 
ties continue to be violent, but it does not seem as 
if any thing important was about to grow out of 
them. There is some talk of conspiracies. The 
duchess de Bourbon, mother of the unfortunate 
duke D’Enhiem, has died, aged 72. Viscount Cha- 
teaubriand has been appointed minister at London, 
in the place of the duke des Cazes, resigned. 

Spain has negociated a loan of seven millions (of 
what is not stated) in London. The king had not 
yet changed his ministers. The disturbed state of 
the country is still spoken of, but it scems pretty 
evident that things are of a more settled character 
than the French journalists represent them. 

Russia and Turkey were not yet at war, though 
oon at London, to be considered as inevita. 
ble. 

The total amount of the military force of Rus. 
sia exceeds a million of men in arms! There are 
five large corps of 75 or 80,000 men, each, stationed 
at different points, besides two armies—and, when 
the emperor pleases to visit Constantinople, he can 
easily sweep the Turks out of his way. 

The Greeks appear to go on prosperously. They 
have an organized government, of which Deme- 
trius Ypsilanti isthe chief. An expedition of 2000 
men was preparing to drive the Turks out of the 
island of Scio. Allthe Morea, except the town 
of Coron was in their hands. ‘Thessaly, Epirus, 
&c. were also relieved of the Turks. 

Brazil is not settled. The prince left in com- 
mand at Rio Janeiro, was ordered home by the 
king and cortes. Some of the people, fearing that 
they would be subjected to a military government 
if he departed, prevailed on lrim to consent to re- 
main for further orders. This offended the gene- 
ral, who rallied the European troops, and they in- 
sisted that he should leave the country. On this 
the prince threw himself on the people, declaring 
Ulat he would not submit to such dictation. They 
Supported him, and compelled the generaland the 
‘foops to a capitulation that they should be sent 


were preparing. But it wasstill thought that they 
would resist when required to embark. 

The royal general Lacerna had still about 2,000 
men under his command, in the mountainous dis- 
tricts of Peru; but his ranks were daily thinning by 
desertions. 

The bishop of Panama had represented to the 
government that a lodge of the ‘detestable free- 
masons” had been established in that city —but the 
government referred the venerable complainant to 
the public tribunals and the laws. 
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Duties on Imports. 


The following bill is depending in the house of 
representatives of the ‘Jnited States: 


A bill to revive and amend the several acts impos- 
ing duties on imports and tonnage. 

Be it enacted, &?c. That the fourth paragraph of 
the first section of the act, entitled “an act to re- 
gulate the duties on imports and tonnage;” passed 
the twenty-seventh of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixteen, and continued by an act pass- 
ed on the twentieth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen, be and the same is 
hereby, continued, and made permanent. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That, from and 
after the thirty-first day of December next, the 
sixth section of the act, entitled “an act for pro- 
viding for the deposite of wine, and distilled spi- 
rits in public ware-houses, and for other purposes,” 
passed the twentieth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen, shall be repealed, and 
cease to be in force; and the several acts, relative 
to the time when bonds to be given for articles 
shall become payable, prior to the date of the said 
act, be, and the same are hereby, revived and con- 
tinued in force, from and after the said thirty-first 
of December next, any thing in the said act to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from arf 
after the thirtieth day of September next, the fol- 
lowing duties shall be levied, collected and paid, 
in lieu of the duties heretofore imposed by law, 
to wit: 

A duty of ten per cent. ad valorem, on all the 
articles contained in the first article of the section 
of the act, entitled “an act to regulate the duties 
on imports and tonnage,” which articles now pay 
a duty of seven and a half per cent. 

A duty of twenty-five per cent. on all manufac- 
tures of cotton, wool and linen, or of which either 
is a component part, not particularly specified; on 
articles of silk, or of which silk is a. component 
part, the manufacture of India, China or any other 
country beyond the Cape of Good Hope; on en- 
gravings, on ivory, shell, or horn combs; on Mad. 
rass handkerchiets, and other manufactures made 
of the bark of trees; on muffs and tippets, 

A duty of thirty-three and a third per cent. on 
nankeens, the manufacture of any place beyond 
the Cape of Good Hape. 

A duty of forty per cent. on ready made clothes, 

The following duties, severally and specifically: 

On lead, in pigs, bars and sheets, two cents per 
pound; 

On shot, manufactured of lead, three cents per 
pound; 

On pewter, 





four cents per pound; 


On pepper, ten cents per pound; 
On pimento, eight cents per pound; 
On ale. beer and porter, in bottles, twenty cents 





of home to Portugal, for which purpose transports 





per gallon. 
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@ On ginger, three cents per pound; 


rolling, one dollar per bundred weight; 
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On ale, beer and porter, imported otherwise than 
in bottles, fifteen cents per gallon; 

On Chinese cassia, ten cents per pound; 

On cocoa, three cents per pound; 

On chocolate, four cents per pound; 


On currants and figs, three cents per pound; 

_ On plums, prunes, Muscatel raisins, and raisins 
in jars and boxes, four cents per pound; 

On all other raisins, three cents per pound; 

On filberts, three cents per pound; 

On molasses, six cents per gallon; 

On prunelle and other shoes, or slippers of stuff 
or nankeen, twenty-five cents per pair; 

On laced boots or bootees, one dollar and fifty 
cents per pair, 

On smoked salmon, one dollar per quintal; 

On linseed, palm and hempseed oil, twenty-five 
cents per gallon; 

On manufactured tobacco, four cents per pound; 

_ On mercury and quicksilver, and all preparations 
of it; eight cents per pound; 

On bees-wax, seven cents per pound; 

On butter, five cents per pound; 

On camphor, crude, ten cents per pound; re- 
fined, twenty cents per pound; 

On chamomile flowers, ten cents ‘per pound; 

On feathers, for beds, five cents per pound; 

On flax, three cents per pound; 

On Roman cement, one cent per pound; 

On indigo, twenty-five cents per pound; 

On cochineal, one dollar per pound; 

On madder, two cents per pound; 

On vinegar, eight cents per gallon; 

On wool, six cents per pound; 

On all black teas, twenty-five cents per pound; 

On hyson skin, and other green teas, not enu- 
merated, twenty-five cents per pound; 

On Glauber salts, two cents per pound; 

On Epsom salts, three cents per pound; 

On coal, six cents per bushel; 

One pine apples, four cents each; 

On arrach, forty cents per gallon; 

On Cayenne pepper, fifteen cents per pound; 

On copper bottoms, cut round, or still bottoms, 
raised to the edge, four cents per pound; 

On copper, in plates or sheets, weighing more 
than thirty-four ounces per square foot, four cents 
per pound; 

On copper plates, for engravers, four cents per 
pound; 

On hemp, two cents per pound; 

On iron, in bars and bolts, not manufactured by 


On castings of iron, one dollar per hundred 

weight; 

On spikes, of iron, four cents per pound; 

On nails, five cents per pound; 

On anvils, two cents per pound; 

On iron, in sheets, rods and hoops, three cents 

per pound; 

On iron, cables, or chains, or parts thereof, three 

cents per pound; 

On spades and shovels, two,dollars per dozen; 

On lard, three cents per pound; 

On opium, one dollar per pound; 

On soup, four cents pér pound; 

On all printing paper, eight cents per pound; 
wrapping paper, six cents per pound; 
colored pxper, six cents per pound; 
writing paper, twelve cents per pound; 
sugar-loaf paper, four cents per pound; 
letter or folio post paper, fifteen cents per 





pound; 


—— 


Qn book-binder’s band-bex, and sheathing pa. 

per, three cents per pound; | 
On printed hangings, fifteen cents per pound; 
On all other papers, not enumerated, six cents 
per pound; 2 
On wines, Madeira, sixty cents per gallon; 
Marsala, or Sicily Madeira, and other 
wines of Sicily, forty cents per gal. 
lon; 

Malaga and Colmenar, thirty cents per 
gallon; 

Fayal, thirty cents per gallon; 

Fayal, Pico Madeira, forty cents per 
gallon; | 

Canary, thirty cents per gallon; 

On books, in sheets or boards, twenty-one cen 
per pound. ' 
when. bound, twenty-eight cents per 

pound. . 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the follow. 
ing articles shall be imported free of duty, viz books 
in ancient languages; books in modern foreign lan- 
guages; books, maps, charts, instruments, and en- 
gravings, specially imported for the use of any state, 
or sent to philosophical or literary institutions, as 
donations, or by way of exchange. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, in leu of 
the drawback heretofore allowed by law, their shall 
be allowed from and after the thirtieth of Septem. 
ber next, a drawback of five cents on every gallon 
of spirits, not below first proof, distilled within the 
United States, from mollases, subject to the provi- 
sions and regulations of an act, entitled ‘an act to 
allow drawbacks of duties on spirits and sugar, re- 
fined within the United States, and for other pur- 
poses,” passed the thirtieth day of April, eighteen 
hundred and sixteen, except as to the payment of 
the debenture, which shall be made conformably to 
an act passed the third March, exghteen hundred 
and twenty-one, entitled ‘an act to authorize the 
collectors of the customs to pay debenture issued 
on the exportation of loaf sugar, and spirits distil- 
led from mollasses.” 

Sec. 6. And be ut further enacted, Thatan addition 
of ten per centum shall be made to the several rates 
of duties above specified and imposed, in respect 
to all such goods, wares, and merchandise, which, 
after the said thirtieth day of September, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-two, shall be import- 
ed .in ships or vessels not of the United States: 
Provided, that this additional duty shall not apply 
to such goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
in ships or vessels not of the United States, entit- 
led by treaty, or by any act or acts of congress, to be 
entered in the ports of the United States onthe pay. 
ment of the same duties as are paid on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported in ships or vessels of 
the United States, 

Sec. 7, And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be allowed a drawback of the duties by this act im- 
posed, on goods, wares, and merchandise, import- 
ed into the United States, upon,the exportation 
thereof within the time, and in the manner pre- 
scribed inthe fourth section of the act, entitled ‘an 
act to regulate the duties on imports and tonnage, 
passed on the twenty-seventh day of April, onc 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 

Sec. 8, And be it further enacted, That the exisf- 
ing laws shall extend to, and be in force for the 
collection of, the duties imposed by this act on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the U. 
States, and for the recovery, collection, distribu- 
tion, and remission of all fines, penalties, and for- 
fcitures, as fully, and effectually, as if every regu 
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lation, restriction, penalty, forfeiture, provision, 
clause, matter, and thing, in the existing laws con- 
tained, had been inserted in, and re-enacted by, 
this act. 

Sec. 9, And beit further enacted, That the duties 
imposed by this act shall not be levied on goods 
imported in vessels of the United States from be. 
yond the cape of Good Hope, which shall have 
sailed from the United States before the passage of 
this act, and shall arrive therein between the thir- 
tieth September, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
two, and the first day of October, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-three. 


The Pension Law. 


Létters of the secretary of war, and opinions of 
the attorney general of the United States, in re- 
lation to the execution of the acts of congress of 
the 1st of May, 1820, in addition to the pension 

: law of 1818, &c. &c. 

War department, Jan. 2, 1822, 

S1r:—In answer to your letter making several in- 
quiries relative to the regiment commanded by 
col. Bedel, and in relation to several other subjects 
connected with revolutionary pensions, I have the 
honor to acquaint you that there are several pay 
rolls of that regiment in this department; that six- 
ty-four persons who belonged to that regiment now 
Teceive pensions, three of whom are officers; and, 
that a number of persons who served under col. 
Bedel have applied for pensions and have been re- 
fused. The former classis composed of those who 
served under that officer, in 1776, at which period 
his regiment was considered on the continental 
establishment;—those whose claims have been re- 
jected, served prior, or subsequent to, that year, 
when that regiment was not on the continental es- 
tablishment. 

In reply to the other inquiries in your letter, I 
Nave to inform you, that it appears from the re- 
cords of this department, that two thousand three 
hundred and ninety-two persons, whose names 
were placed on the pension list under the act of 
March, 1818, have applied for a continuation of their 
p’nsions under the act of May, 182v, and been re- 








From the 18th of March, 1818 to the Ist of May, 
1820, two hundred and fifty-two have been discon- 
tinued by death, and from the latter date to the Ist 
of December, 1821, it appears, so far as returns 
have been received, one hundred and eighty have 
been in like manner discontinued. Probably as 
many more have died, but the number cannot yet 
be precisely ascertained, reports for the last six 
months having been received from five states only, 
viz: New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Maryland. 

A person whose name may have been placed on 
the pension list under the act of March, 1818, and 
dropped therefrom under the act of May, 1820, on 
account of the amount of his property, may be re- 
stored to the roll, in a case where it is evident that 
amistake has arisen; but in no other case can a per- 
son’s name be restored to the list. According to 
the construction given by the attorney general to 
the act uf May, 1820, there is no power vested in 
this department to replace the name of any one 
who has been dropped from the roll on account of 
his property, and who may have since become so 
reduced as to need the pension, and by his opinion 
) have been invariably governed in my decisions, 

I have the honor tobe, &c. J.C. CALHOUN. 


nn 


Department of war, Dec. 17th 1821. 


Srn:—~I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 


ceipt of your letter of the 14th inst. requesting 2 
statement of the number of persons placed on the 
pension list, agreably to the provisions of the act of 
congress of the 18th March, 1818, and the number 
now on the list, in pursuance of the act of the 1st 
May, 1820, with a brief statement of the principles 
by which they were retained or rejected. 

The whole number of persons whose names have 
been placed on the pension roll, under the former 
act, amounts to eighteen thousand four hundred and 
eighteen; which has been reduced, under the lat- 
ter, to twelve thousand and eighty eight. The 
principles by which I have been governed, in the 
investigation of claims under that law, you will find 
generally laid down in the opinions of the attorney 
general of the United States; copies of which are 
herewith transmitted. No particular amount of 
property has been assumed as a standard by which 
to regulate the continuance of a pension; but, in 
every case, regard has been had to the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the applicant. His age, his occupa- 
tion, his ability to pursue his business, the number 
and ages of the members of his family, and their 
capacity to contribute to his support, with the du- 
ration of his service, are all taken. into congideration. 

It is proper to observe that the opinion of the 
attorney general has not been construed te extend 
to prevent a reconsideration, where there is any 
grounds to believe that an error has been commit 
ted in dropping a pensioner from the list. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

J.C, CALHOUN. 
Hon. John Cocke. 
Chairman of the committee of rev. pensions, H. I. 


Office of the attorney general of the U. S. 
May 9th, 1820. 

Sir: —I have now the honor of answering, in their 
order, the three questions, submitted for my opi- 
nion, on yesterday, on the act of congress of the 
Ist inst. supplementary to the act of the 18th of 
March, 1818, providing for certain persons who 
served in the land and naval service of the United 
States, in the revolutionary war. 
First, Whetherthe whole of the furm prescrib- 
ed in the first section, to verify the amount of pro. 
perty of the applicant, except the oath of the par- 
ty, and the certificate of the clerk, must not be 
done in open court? 
Answer. That section requires the party to pre. 
sent, in open court, the schedule of all his property, 
subscribed by himself, and accompanied by the affi- 
davit, the form of which is given by the section. 
This affidavit must be annexed to the schedule 
and nust either have been previously sworn to be- 
fore some judge of the court, or must be sworn to 
in open court, when the schedule to which it is an- 
nexed, shall be presented, affix a value to the pro- 
perty: all this is to be done in open court, and 
made matter of record: for, by the term court, used 
in the section, is meant the court in session. I an- 
swer the first question, therefore, in the affirmative, 
Secondly. Whether by “court of record,” men- 
tioned in the first section, is included courts of spe- 
cial jurisdiction; such, for example, as a court of 
ordinary, even when it is court of record, as it has 
been decided to be in some of the states? 
Answer. Courts of special jurisdiction may ne- 
vertheless, be courts of record. All the courts of 
special, not of general jurisdiction; yet they are 
courts of record. The phrase “court of record”’ is 





borrowed from the English law, and it is proper 
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to look to that law for its meaning. According to 
the English law, those only are courts of record, 
which proceed according tu the course of the com- 
mon Jaw, which have jurisdiction in all actions, 
real, personal, and mixed, above the value of forty 
shillings; which have the power to fine and impri- 
son; and which enrol) or record their procedings, in 
erpetual testimony thereof. According to that 
aw, the mere fact of keeping a register of its pro- 
ceedings, is not enough tc make a court of record. 
For the court of admiralty and ecclesiastical courts 
do this; yet they are not courts of record in Eng. 
land, because they do not proceed according to the 
course of the common law, but according to the 
course of the civil and canon law, The “court of 
ordinary,” mentioned in the question, is, | presume, 
the prerogative court of England, whose function 
is to grant probate of wills, and letters of adminis- 
tration; this is one species of ecclesiastical courts, 
and, in England, is not a court of record, for the 
reason just mentioned, that it proceeds by civil and 
canon law, not by the common law. It is farther 
to be remarked, that in England the erection of a 
new tribunal, with the power to fine and imprison, 
is of itself sufficient to constitute the new tribunal 
a court of record. With this view of the English 
law on the subject it is proper to state, that, in my 
opinion, ali are courts of record, within the con- 
templation of the act of congress— 
ist. Which are expressly made courts of record 
by the laws of the state which create them. 
2nd. Which have been solemnly adjudged by the 
tribunals of the several states to be courts of re- 
cord. 
Srd. Which proceed according to the course of 
the.common law with a jurisdiction unlimited, in 

‘ point of amount, keeping a record of their pro- 

ceedings. 

Ath. Which have the power of fine and imprison- 
ment. 

And that courts, which proceed according to the 
course of the civil and canon law, having neither of 
those attributes, are not courts of record, although 
they may keep a register of their proceedings, and 
Possess its seal. 

' The great multitude and variety of courts, which 
exists in the different states, and the very loose 
and incorrect notions which are afloat, as to what 
at is that constitutes that technical being, ‘a court 
of record,”’ will render it difficult for you to apply 
those principlesto every case that may be brought 
before you, from every part of the union. You 
have a right, however, to be satisfied; and, indeed, 
you are required by the law to be satisfied, that the 
court whose certificate is affixed is a court of record. 
This proof can be easily supplied by the minute of 
the court in every instance; it may, on the face of 
the proceedings, state itself to be a court of record, 
expressly so declared by the statute of the state 
which created it; or “expressly so adjudged by 
the tribunals of the state;” or “having the power 
of fine and imprisonment,” &c. This may be re- 
quired, by the regulations which you will publish 
under the act, and it is fortunately a requisition with 
which a compliance is very easy. 

Thirdly. Whether the words of the third section 
«in such indigent circumstances, as to be unable 
so suport himself, without the assistance of his 
country,” do not comprehend those only, who are 
incapable, without the aid of the government, of 
supporting themselves, except by private or public 
eharity? 

Answer. I think it was the intention of congress 
to make the amount of the schedule the test of the 





indigence of the applicant; and that, consequently, 
the relief given by the former act, is to be continu- 
ed in every. case, in which the schedule shall ex- 
hibit proof of such indigence, that the income of 
property is inadequate to the support of the appli. 
cant. ) . 

I have the honor to be, sir very respectfully, &c. 

| WM. WIRT. 

The hon. John C. Calhoun, secretary of war. 


Office of the attorney general of the U. 8. 
irda d Pisrnaie i9, 1821. ° 
Sir: The act of the Ist of May, 1820, in addition 
to the pension law of the 18th of March, 1818, 
makes it the duty of the secretary of war to-strike 
from the list of pensioners the name of every per- 
son who, according to the evidence of the schedule 
required by the act, ought not, in his opinion, to 
remain on it. Iamasked, whether he has any power 
to restore, on subsequent and different evidence of 
the schedule; to which I answer, that he has not, 
because the law, which is the only warrant of au- 
thority to him, gives him no such power. If it be 
desirable that he should possess it, congress must 
confer it, or he cannot, with any propriety, assume 
its exercise. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 
WM. WIRT. 
Thehon. John C. Calhoun, department of war. 








Army Expenditure. 
Letter from the secretary of war to the speaker of the 
house of representatives. 
DEPARTMENT OF WAR, 1st March, 1822. 

Sir: Pursuant to a resolution of the house of 
representatives of the 7th ultimo, I have now the 
honor of submitting “a comparative view of the 
expenses of the army proper, and military academy, 
for the years 1818, 1819, 1820, and 1821, and esti- 
mates for 1822, arranged under the various heads 
of expenditures according to the present and for- 
mer organization of the department of war.” The 
military disbursements for the years 1816 and 1817, 
as explained by the letter from the second auditor, 
accompanying this report, are so blended with the 
arrearages of prior years, pay and subsistence of 
the militia, and claims of certain states and indi- 
viduals, arising out of the late war, as to preclude 
the possibility of ascertaining the expenses of the 
army for those years, and so as to put it out of my 
power to embrace them in the comparative view 
called for; though itis believed, if it could be em- 
braced in the comparison, the result would not vary 
materially from that founded on the expenditure 
of the year 1818, in which year a separation was 
made, for the first time, between the current ex- 
penses of the army and the arrearages growing out 
of the expenditures of the late war. 

Table A, accompanying this report, is the state- 
ment of tle second auditor, and exhibits a view of 
the expenditures of the army proper, including the 
military academy, from the year 1818 to 1821, in- 
clusive; from which it appears that the expendi- 
tures, after deducting for the increased expense on 
account of the Seminole war, in 1818, were, re- 
spectively, for those years, $3,702,495 04, $5,374, 
731 95, $2,816,414 11, and $2,180,093 53; adding 
to the expenditure of the last year the arrearages 
of the quartermrster’s department, and subtracting 
the expenditure incident to the reducing the mili- 
tary establishment in June last, the estimate for the 





expenditure of the year 1822, including the balan- 
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ces of such of the appropriations of the last year as 
are required for the service of this, amount to 
$1,800,424 85. 

Table B is an abstract of the general returns of 
the army, for the years 1818, 1819, 1820, and 1821, 
showing the number of officers and enlisted men, 
as reported by the last returns received at the ad- 
jutant general’s office, together with the academic 
staffand military school at West Point, to which is 
added the number of the military establishment, 
by the present organization, for, the year 1822, 
From the exhibit in the table, it appears that the 
averag« strength of the army, including officers and 
eacdets, for the year 1818, was 8,199; for 1819, 
8,423; for 1820, 9,693: for 1821, 8,109; and that, 
from the organization of the present military esta- 
blishment, if the rank and file are kept full, the 
Strength, for 1822, will amount to 6,442, 

It also appears, from the same table, that the 
commissioned officers were, in proportion to the 
cadeis and rank and file of the army, in service, for 
these years, thus: 

In 1818, as 1 to 11.75, | In 1821, as 1 to 12.18, 

In 1819, as 1 to 12.11, | In 1822, as 1 to 10.25. 

In 1820, as 1 to 13.57, 

Table C exhibits the result of the comparative 
View of the expenditures of the army for the years 
1818, 1819, 1820, 1821, and estimates of expendi- 
tures for 1822. To illustrate distinctly the opera- 
tions of the present system, in controlling the dis- 
bursements of the army, through the instrumen- 
tality of a proper organized staff, the items com- 
posing the expenditures of the army have been 
classed under two divisions, viz: 

First. Those which are fixed by law, and which 
cannot be materially affected by administration; 
such as, pay to the officers and men, subsistence to 
the former, and the allowance to them for servants, 
forage, transportation for baggage, &c. 

Secondly Those items which are embraced un- 
der the general character of supplies for the army, 
and which may be reduced by correct administra. 
tion; such as, subsistence to soldiers, clothing, 
quartermast«r’s and medical stores. As most of the 
articles embraced under the above denomination 
are exposed to fluctuate in price, and a considera- 
ble reduction took place in the medical, subsist 
ence, and clothing supplies, within the periods 
compared, proper allowances have been made on 
that account, amounting, in the price of provisions, 
from forty to thirty nine and a half per centum, and, 
in that of clothing and medical stores, from seven to 
eight and an half per centum. The contracts made 
by the different departments, and the price cur 
rents for those years, in the principal cities, have 
been the guides in fixing on those allowances. To 
the quartermaster’s disbursements no additions 
have been made, as any reduction which may have 
taken place in the price of supplies furnished by 
that department, has been more than balanced by 
the increased expenditures to which it has been 
subject from the extension and multiplication of 
the frontier posts. 

From table C it appears, that the expenditures 
of the army, (additions being made as above stated, 
for the reduction in prices of stores and supplies 
in the years subsequent to 1818, so as to raise the 
prices of these years to the standard of those of 
that year), would amount to, 


in 1818, . . .- 3,702,495 04 


Se, 3,563,735 10 
gk 3,061,884 00 
Sim 3 2,327,552 13 


From the above data and average strength of 
each year, conformably to an abstract of the gene. 
ral returns of the army, it results, that the average 
cost of the army, for each individual, taking the 
aggregate of the officers, professors of the milita- 
ry academy, cadets, and enlisted men, in the sere 
vice of the United States, for 1818, was, 

In expenditures, not materially affected 

by administration, on an average, each $151 93 
Its expenditures which may be affected by 





administration, on an average, each 299 64 
Total average cost for officers and en- 
listed men, &c. each for 1818, ° 451 57 





For the year 1819: 
In expenditures of the 1st class, each $158 72 

















In expenditures of the 2d ciass, each 275 98 
Total average cost, each $434 70 

For the year 1820: 
In expenditures of the Ist class, each $140 45 
In expenditures of the 2d class, each 178 43 
Total average cost, each $3515 88 

For the year 1821: 
In expenditures of the Ist class, each $%136 62 
In expenditures of the 2d class, each 150 40 
$287 02 





For the year 1822: 
Conformably to estimates, ofthe 1st class, 


each $155 30 

Conformably toestimates, of the 2d class, 
each 144 16 
B299 46 


From the above it appears that there has been an 
actual annual reduction in the average expense of 
each officer and soldier in the service, 

In the year 1819, of $16 87 each; 

In 1820, of 135 69 each; 

In 1821, of 164 35 each; 

And by estimates for 1822, of | 153 11 each. 

The act of congress for organizing the general 
staff, agreeably to its present formation, was not 
approved until the 14th of April, 1818, and the 
change in the system for controlling the disburse. 
ments of the army, under the superintendance of 
the chiefs of each department located at Washing- 
ton, could not be sufficiently matured before the 
close of the year 1819, which, with the additional 
expense to which the quarter-master’s department 
was unavoidably subjected in the year 1819, from 
occupying advanced military posts on the Missouri 
and Mississippi rivers, will account for the compa-~ 
ratively little reduction in tle expenditure in that 

ear. 
, The expenditure for the year 1822, compared 
with the aggregate of individuals composing the 
military establishment, though favorable, as cone 
trasted with the expenses of 1818, 1819 and 1820, 
is notso with 1821. This difference is accounted 
for from the present organization of the military 
establishment, the officers being in larger propor. 
tion to the rank and file, than uncer the former or- 
ganization; but, if we should suppose the propor- 
tion to be the same, the comparison, founded on 
the estimates for 1822, would be more favorable in 
its results than in the expenditures of the preced. 





And by estimates for 1822, 1,929,179 91 


ing year. From table C, it further appears, that 
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the army for the year 1818, being 8,199 strong, in- 
cluding general staff, professors of the military 
academy, cadets and enlisted men, cost, for that 
year $3,702,495 04, and that for the same numeri- 
cal force, at the rate of the expenditures in 1818, 
would have cost, 


‘For 1819 %3,564,105 30 
For 1820 2,589,900 12 
For 1821 2,353,276 98 


And, on the estimates for 1822 2,455,272 51. 

After making an allowance for the difference in 
prices of articles of supplies, as above stated, the 

_results in favor of the latter years are, respec- 
tively, $138,389 74, $1,112,594 92, $1,349,218 
and $1,247,222 50. | 

Such are the results, as founded on the state- 
ment of the second auditor of the treasury de- 
partment, but which, for the reasons which he has 
assigned in hisreport, may not be strictly correct 
as the accounts of the expenditure of each year 
are not kept separately. It is, however, confi- 
dently believed, that any inaccuracy in the mode 
of ascertaitiing the amount of the expenditures of 
the several years, cannot, in any considerable de- 
gree, vary the result. This great reduction in 
the expenditure has been effected by the present 
organization, principally by the more minute con- 
trol which, through it, has been given both to the 
disbursements of public money and the preserva. 
tion of public property. Its beneficial ettects have 
been no less striking in the prompt rendition and 
settlement of the accounts of disbursing officers. 
All the accounts for supplies and disbursements 
in the department of the commissary of subsist- 
ence, for the year ending the Ist June last, the pe- 
riod at which the contracts for supplying the army 
expired, are settled, except a few small ones, 
amounting, in the whole, to $5,405 46, though 
there were seventy-one contracts formed, and 
ninety-one disbursing officers attached to this de- 
partment during that year. 

The settlements in the other subordinate branch- 
es of this department are not less prompt. It 1s 
believed that the system has attained nearly all the 
perfection of which it is susceptible, as, by refer- 
ence to the table marked C, it will be seen that 
those expenditures, liable to be affected by admi- 
nistration, and which are principally on account of 
the soldiers, will be but little reduced in this year, 
when compared with those of last year, and it is 
not doubted but that if preserved, the system will 
hereafter prevent the accumulation of unsettled 
accounts, and of any considerable losses in the 
expenditure forthe army. Taking every circum- 
stance into consideration, the number and distance 
of the posts, the quantity and quality of the sup- 
plies, and the large proportion of officers and ca- 
dets, which, while it better fulfils the object of a 
peace establishment, renders the army more ex- 
pensive, when compared with the aggregate of 
individuals, including officers, cadets and privates, 
it is believed that, at no period, has the expense 
of the military establishment been, in proportion 
to its size, so small as under its present organiza- 
tion. 

Table marked D. contains a comparative state- 
ment of the expense of supplying the army, from 
the Ist of June, 1816, till the 31st of May, 1817, 
under the former system, and the same under the 

resent from the Ist of June, 1820, till the 31st 
of May, 1821. The new system commenced its 
operation on the Ist of June, 1819, and, as some 
additional expenses were necessarily incurred in 
the first year, it was thought that the operation 





of the system would be more fairly tested by takin 
the subsequent year. The year from the Ist of 
June, 1816, was assumed, under the old system, in 
preference to subsequent years, under the belief 
that it presents the fairest test of the operation of 
the former system, the accounts of that year being 
more completely adjusted, and not involved in the 
— expenditure on account of the Seminole 

ar. 

Ihave the honor to be, &c. 

J.C. CALHOUN, 
Hon. P. P. Barbour, 
speaker house of representatives, U. S. 


= 


Corps of Cadets. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 4, 

The committee on military affairs having made 
the necessary inquiries relative to the military 
academy and the corps of cadets, submit the ful- 
lowing statement from the war department, .with 
the annexed report. : se 
Statement, shewing the number of admissions, re- 
signations, dismissals, issues and promotions of 
cadets at the military academy at West Point, 
annually, from the year 1817 to 1821, inclusive; 
together with the whole number in each year 
on the 31st of December. 
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Taking the number 230 as the average number 
present at the academy in each of five years, and 
26 the average number of those who have been 
commissioned in each year, it follows that the 
latter are to the former as one to nine, with a small 
fraction. 

The time of the resignations and dismissals, 
stated in the report, not having been required, 
and not being specified, the committee have rea- 
son to believe them to have taken place generally 
before the students had entered upon those branch- 
es which were necessary qualify them for the se- 
veral departments of service, as those of engi- 
neers, artillery, &c. in which it was the design of 
the institution to instruct them; as it is well known 
that young men have been sent to the acudemy for the 
purpose of receiving a general education, without the 
intention of engaging in military service. To pre- 
vent this practice in future, which is considered a 
perversion of the great object of the institution, it 
appears to be indispensable that each cadet, with 
his parent or guardian, should be required to sign, 
on his admission, an engagement to serve the Unit- 
ed States five years, unless sooner discharged, as 
provided in the act of April 29th, 1812. 

The omission of this condition appears to the 
cotnmittee to have been among the principal causes 
to which may be ascribed the great proportion, 
(amounting to nearly two thirds of the whole num- 
ber admitted) of resignations and dismissals re- 
ported in the return, There have, however, been 
other causes, among which may be reckoned the 
deranged state of the affairs of the academy for 
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several years Peceding, and for some time subse- 
quent to the statment herein contained. Within 
the last two years,improvements have been made 
in every branch of its:ruction and discipline afford- 
ing the fairest prospeus, and promising, under the 
continued patronage & government, to fulfil the 
public expectation, and » accomplish the impor- 
tant objects of the institution, 

An idea has prevailed tha\, in addition to the 
officers furnished to the army, the academy has 
been the means of distributing throughout the 
states young men of military education and talents, 
to be engrafted on the militia. This opinion ap- 
pears to the committee not to be well founded; 
nor can it be, so long as the greater part of those 
who are permitted to resign to retire to private 
life before they have been instructed in the appli- 
cation of the preliminary science te any on 
or branch of service, excepting the drill and fila 
duty. The expense of maintaining and educating 
the cadets has also engaged the attention of the 
committee. Not relying on the result to be de- 
rived from the annual appropriation for the last 
two or three years, they have estimated the pay, 
subsistence, the expense of professors, teachers, 
&c. and find that, taking the average number 230 
present at the academy, the amount for each cadet 
exceeds 500 dollars annually, without including 
the interest of the money expended on the pub- 
lic buildings, the principal of which has exceeded 
300,000. 

It has been before stated, that one in nine of 
those reported present at the academy have en- 
tered the army; but when it is considered that one 
half of the whole number have not remained there 
above two years, it is required to multiply the ex- 
pense by four and a half or by four, whence it 
would follow, that the expense of one cadet entering 
the army on his own account, amounting to $2000, for 
four amounts to $8000. 

Whether, and how far, it may be expedient to 
reduce the number and the compensation of the 
cadets, the committee submit to the judgment of 
the house, and for that purpose report a bill. 


Post Office Department. 


Report of the postmaster gerferal, of the receipts 
and expenditures of the general post office, 
from the year 1816, to the year 1821, inclusive. 

Statement of the post office department, shewing its 
produce and expenditure, from 1816 to 1821, in- 
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“Note—The balance against the geveral post office, in 1820, was 
8,999, and in 1821 it was 136,379. 
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*The produce of the fourth quarter of 1821, is 





estimated, and the incidental expenses of that year 
were increased by an expenditure for the roof of 
the general post office, anda fire engine, amount- 
ing to six thousand and twenty dollars. 


By an examination of this statement, it will ap- 
pear that a deficiency of the revenue of the office 
is with much certainty anticipated: and it will be 
perceived that, since the year 1819, the postages 
have diminished, while the expenses have increas- 
ed, by the augmentation of post routes; and thus 
increased disbursements have been: made, while 
the means of their support have decreased. 

The causes of the diminution of postages may 
be assigned to a general depression of commerce, 
and a consequent inactivity of correspondence, to 
a scarcity of money, and in some scctions of the 
country, the absence of acurrency adapted to the 
operations of the departmeut. 

The above statement willexhibit the annual in- 
crease of the extent of miles of post roads establish- 
ed during the preceding six years, the totaJ in- 
creasé amounting to thirty thousand eight hundred 


iw Crna yo +e~ Tn coven years * 
the last, the general post office has’ ai eet 


treasury of the United States the sum of three 
hundred and eighty-five thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-eight dollars and twenty-one cents. 

To supply the contingent deficiency of revenue, 
and to reduce expenditures, I will suggest: 

Firstly, The expediency of discontinuing by law, 
all post routes which do not, and shall not produce 
one third of the expenses of transporting the 
mails thereon, after an experiment of two years 
has been, or shail be hereafter made. 

Secondly, By providing by law for an increase of 
postage on newspapers, more proportionate to the 
expenses and distances of their transportation, 
and yet the increase of postage not to be so great 
as to affect the circulation of those useful vehicles 
of information, so necessary to the existence and 
preservation of free governments; and by subject- 
ing to postage all newspapers carried. in the mail. 

Thirdly, To provide for the better securing the 
postages on newspapers, the remedy proposed is 
to require the payment of newspaper po$tage be. 
fore their transmission by mail. 

Fourthly, By a diminution in the expenses of 
collection. ‘The commissions at some of the post- 
offices are greater, it is believed, than are really 
necessary. The fortieth section of the past office 
law, which requires the surplus, after paying the 
postmaster two thousand dollars a year and his ne- 
cessary expenses, to be accounted for, requires 
amendment. The postmaster being left himself 
the judge of what he shall pay for clerk hire and 
other expenses, may calculate 80 as to. expend the 
whole amount of commission and other allowances, 
so that no postmaster may chafge more than is 
really a proper compensation for himself, includ- 
ing his necessary expenses. 

Fifthiy, By prohibiting all passengers, as well ag 
drivers and owners, in public stages, which travel 
on a post road, and all passengers who are con: 
veyed in steam, or other regular boats or vessels, 
from carrying letters and packets, other than such 
as are open, und relate to their own concerns; and 
subjecting all such letters as are conveyed bya 
passenger, driver, or owner, when delivered into a 
post office, to the same postage as if conveyéd in 
the mail. ) 

The deficiency in the product of the two pre- 
ceding years has been supplied by the collection 
of outstanding balances. The balance in favor of 
the general post office on the first of January last, 
is estimated at something over five hundred thou- 
sand dollars. A part of that sum has been cellect- 
edand paid to contractors for carrying the mail. 
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This would seem to afford a means of supplying 
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the deficiency of the product of the current year. 
But it should be recollected that this contains the 
accumulated balances of the department from its 
first establishment, say for nearly thirty three years. 
And, although the absolute loss will, it is suppos- 
ed, amount to an inconsiderable sum, it is found to 
be extremely difficult to collect sufficiently fast to 
satisfy the demands upon the office. And experi- 
ence shews, that there must be always a large out- 
Standing balance. 

_ The causes previously assigned for the diminu- 
tion of postages, together with occasional bankrupt- 
cies, deaths of postmasters, and the extensive num. 
ber of nearly five thousand posmasters, operate 
also to retard the collection of balances. 

Two clerks have been constantly employed for 
three years past, and have been assisted most of the 
time by two others in this business, and the collec- 


tion ofarrearages is stiil pressed unceasinely. but 
ae hao h---. weuwture: wrurerncd, new palances arise. 


The outstanding balances amountto nearly half of 
the gross amount of postages of one year. —Where 
resort is had to law, collections must be dilatory; 
and an immediate rescrt in all cases, is not the 
speediest way of obtaining payment. A prudent 
regard to the interests of the public, as well as 
that of individuals, requires sometimes a recourse 
first to other measures. 

The changes of postmasters, from various caus- 
es, is no inconsiderable source of delay and of la-! 
bor in making final adjustments of accounts. 
These changes amount to nearly one thousand in 
a year. 

But few suits had been commenced previous to 
my taking charge of the post office. In 1814, the 
whole number in the docket book being but 114. 
From that time to the close of 1820, six hundred 
and eleven suits were instituted, in addition to 
those before pending, and two hundred and twen- 
ty-six were brought toa close before that time. In 
the cougse of the year 1821, two hundred and 
twenty foursuits were instituted, and one hundred 
and twenty five of the whole number in suit were 
brought to a close.—All which is respectfully sub- 
mitted. ; R. J. MEIGS, Jr. 

The hon. P. P. Barsovr, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 
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Seventeenth Congress—first session. 


IN THt SENATE, 
March 8. Mr. Holmes, of Maine, moved the 
adoption of the following resolutions, which were 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
toco-nmunicate to the senate, the expenses of building each vessel 
of war at each navy yard in the U. States, authorized by an act of 
the 2d January, 1813; to increase the navy of the United States, 
and the act supplementary thereto. Distinguishing in each vessel 
so built. the expenses of timberJiron, copper, cordage, hemp, &c. 
cloth, and other materials--the amount paid to agents or super- 
intendents, specifying their names--the amount paid for labor, 
particularizing carpenters, mast-makers, boat-builders, block-ma- 
kers, blacksmiths, armourers, caulkers, gun-carriage-makers, saw- 
yers, riggers, and other laborers. 

: Resolved, That the president be requested to communicate to 
the senate, the names, and number of officers und men belonging 
to the navy, employed in, or attached to each navy yard in the 
United States, with the service each has performed, and the com- 
pensation each has received in pay, rations and other emoluments, 
during the two last years, ending on the ist of January last.— 
[Agreed to on Monday following.} : 

Mr. R. M. Johnson, of Ken. submitted the follow- 


ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing the president of the 
United States to take such measures as he may deem proper, to 
prevent wars among the aborigines within our jurisdictional limits. 


took up, in committee of the who¥ the resolution 
proposing an amendment to the -onstitution of the 
United States, as it respects the¢lection of electors 
of president and vice presider Of the United States, 
and of representatives in ngress, together with 
the following amendment proposed to the resolu- 
tion by the select commitee, to which it had been 
referred, viz: 

“And, at the same time, the two additional elec- 
tors to which each state is entitled shall be chosen 
by the persons so qualified to vote, in such manner 
as the legislature of the state shall direct.” 

Mr. Dickerson briefly explained the operation 
of this amendment, which was reported by the 
committee to conform the resolution to the wishes 
of some gentlemen who considered such a provi- 
sion essential. 


On taking the question, this amendment was re- 
Janta ty tes wotsssittwwew of the whule, by a small ma- 


jority; but 

On reporting the resolution to the senate, 

The same amendment was moved again, and it 
was agreed to—ayes 25. 

The question was then taken on engrossing the 
resolution as amended, and reading it a third time, 
and was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

For the resolution 27 
Against it 12 

The engrossed bills, to establish a territorial ga- 
vernment for Florida, and concerning the com- 
merce and navigation of Florida, were read a third 
time, passed and sent to the house of representa- 
tives for concurrence. 

The senate again spent some time in the consi- 
deration of executive business; and then 

Adjourned to Monday. 

March 11. The engrossed resolution proposing 
to the states so toamend the constitution asto cre- 
ate an uniform mode (by districts) of electing elec- 
tors of president and vice president of the United 
States and representatives in congress, was read a 
third time, and, on the passage of which, the votes 


were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Brown, of Lou. Brown, of Ohio, 
Chandler, D’Wolf, Dickerson, Eaton, Edwards, Holmes, of Me. 
Holmes, of Miss. Johnson. of Lou. Knight, Lloyd, Macon, Morril, 
Noble, Otis, Palmer, Parrott, Seymour, Southard, Stokes, Talbot, 
Ly. gh eat Van Dyke, Williams, of Misse Williams, of 

enn.—?2 . 

NAYS—Messrs Barbour, Boardman, Findlay, Gaillard, Lowrie; 
Mills, Pleasants, Ru gles, Smith, Walker, Ware—!1. 

Two thirds of the votes being in favorof the re-. 
solution, it passed, and was sent to the house of re- 
presentatives for concurrence. 

The resolution, introduced by Mr. Lanman some 
days ago, authorizing the erection of a tomb stone 
over the grave of the late Mr. Burril, formerly a se- 
nator from Rhode Island, was taken up; and being 
amended to read as follows: 


Resolved, That the expense of erecting plain monuments, with 
suitable inscriptions, over the graves of such members ef the se- 
nate as are interred at the city of Washington, be paid out of the 
contingent fund—provided, the expense of erecting the same shall 
not, in each case, exceed the sum of 170 dollars. 


The resolution was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

A message, similar to that transmitted to the house 
of representatives, relative to the South American 
states, was received by the senate, and referred to 
the committee on foreign relations. : 

The bill from the other house making appropria- 
tions for the military service of 1822—was, finally, 
passed and returned to the other house. 

The senate then, according to the orders of the 
day, took up the resolution introduced by Mr. Bar- 
bour onthe 18th of December, proposing an amend- 





fAgreed to on the 11th.] 
‘rhe senate, agreeably to the order of the day, | 
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members of the house of representatives from ex- | 
ceeding two hundred. 

After a speech by Mr. Barbour, the resolution 
was indefinitely postponed, by yeas and nays, as 
follows: ? 


YEAS—Messrs. Boardman, Brown, of Lou. Brown, of 0. Chand- 
ler, D’Wolf, Findlay, Gaillard, Holmes, of Me. Holmes, of Miss. 
Johnson, of Lou. King, of N. Y. Lloyd, Parrott, Pleasants, Ruggles, 
Smith, Taylor, Thomas, Van Dyke, Walker, Williams, of Miss. Wil- 
lianis, of Tenn.—22 

_ NAYS— Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Filliott, Knight, Low- 
rie, Macon, Palmer, Seymour, Stokes, Waree~ 11 
So the resoiution was rejected. 
Other matters attended to will appear in the 


course of their progress. 


March12. The billto amend the charter of the 
bank of the United States chiefly occupied the se- 
nate this day. It simply provides that other per- 
sons than the president and cashier may sign its 
noles, and hag an enmecting clonce for. nunishing 
frauds of its officers or servants. A motion to post- 


pone the bil) indefinitely was thus determined— 

VY AS— Messrs. Brown, of Ohio, Chandler, Lanman, Macon, No- 
ble, Ruggles, Smith, Talbot, Taylor. Thomas, Williams, Tenn.—11. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Boardman, D’ Wolf, 
Dickerson, Eaton, Findlay Gaillard, Holmes, of Me. Holmes, of 
Miss. Johnson, of Lou. King, of Ala. King, of N. Y. Knight, Lloyd, 
Lowrie, Mills, Morril, Otis, Parrott, Pleasants. Seymour, Southard, 
Stokes, Van Dyke, Walker, Ware, Williams, of Miss .—29. 

A motion to strike out the second section (relat- 


ing to frauds) was lost—(for it 19, against it 19) by 
the casting vote of the chairman. An amendment 
was offered, and the senate rose without deciding 
upon it, 

March 13. The bill to define the maritime juris- 
diction of the courts of the United States, was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Much other business, of a private or local nature 
was transacted. The bill to amend the charter of 
the bank of the United States was taken up and 
further considered. Anamendment was offered to 
require the bank to make all its notes of and under 
10 dollars, payable at the principal bank or any of 
its branches—which prevailed, 22 to 19. 

It was proposed to allow the bank six months to 
to accept or reject these amendments—on which 
debate ensuing, the senate adjourned without a 
decision, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, March 7. Mr. Eustis, instructed from 
the military committee, moved that a letter from 
the war department, respecting fortifications, be 
printed—which was agreed to. 


This report of the engineer, general Macomb, 
states, that of the 500,000 dollars asked for of the 
appropriation for 1822, it is proposed to be distri- 
buted as follows: 


1. That it is, and from the establishment of the 
bank, in calculating the discount upon a note, pay- 
able a certain number of days after date, to com- 
pute the interest upon a month of 30 days, and the 
fractions of such month. Thus, one per cent. is 
charged for 60 days. 

In this respect, the bank has conformed to the 
established, and, it is believed, universal usage in 
the United States, prevailing among individuals, as 
well as monied institutions, and to the most approv- 
ed tables heretofore in use. , 

2. That in charging the discount upon a 60 days 
note, the bank and its branches have followed the 
usage of the place where the loan was made, as to 
the number of days (including the days of grace) for 
which the discount should be computed. In gene- 
ral, it has been the practice in the United States to 
charge the interest for 64 days; but there are some 


nlaces where the interest is charged for only 63 
days, and the branches aman at “wL pULa ca 


have conformed to the practice prevailing. 

The committee do not think that there is any 
thing in either of the modes of computing interest 
adopted by the bank, which calls for legislative in. 
terposition, and therefore submit the following re- 
solution: 


Resolved, That the committee be dischar from th 
consideration of the subject. ged e jfurther 


‘riday, March 8. A great number of reports 
were received from different committees, but not 
of general interest. A bill, making appropriations 
for the support of the navy for the year 1822, was 
read twice and committed; as wasa bill “to provide 
for sick and disabled seamen.” 

a Mr. floyd iaid on the table the following resolu- 
ion: 


Resolved, That the secretary of the department of wa di- 
rected to furnish to this house a Peano dhan. of all the heidi dis. 
tributed to Indians during the years 1820 and 1821, excepting 
those issued by the commissaries at the military posts, designating 
the place where issued, the time when, and by whom, 


The debate on the bankrupt bill was resumed in 
committee of the whole—Mr. Sergeant concluded. 
his argument, which he commenced yesterday, in 
favor of the bill, at about 3 o’clock, when Mr. Ran- 
dolph spoke against the passage of the bill until after 
5 o’clock. The committee rose and had leave to 
sit again. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, by the hands of Mr. Gouverneur, his 
private secretary, which was read, as follows: 

To the house of representatives of the United States : 

In transmitting to the house of representatives 
the documents called for by the resolution of that 
house of the 30th of January, I consider it my duty 
to invite the attention of congress to a very import- 
ant subject, and to communicate the sentiments of 
the executive on it, that, should congress entertain 
similar sentiments, there may be such co-operation 
between the two departments of the government, 








Fort Delaware , . ; 20,000 
Washington . ‘ ; 25,000 
Monroe , ‘ - 175,000 
Calhoun ° . , 

Mobile Point . . ; 60,000 ° 

Rigolets and Chef Menteu - 100,000 

Repairs and contingencies 20,000 





500,000 
Mr. Sergeant, from the committee on the memo- 
rial of the bank of the United States, to whom was 
referred a resolution directing them to inquire 
‘whether the bank of the United States has not 
taken, and is not in the practice of taking more 
than six per centum per annum, for or upon its 
loans or discounts?” made the following report: 
That, having inquired into the facts deemed to 
be material in relation to the question proposed in 
the resolution, they find— 


100,009 Yas their respective rights and duties may require. 


“The revolutionary movement in the Spanish pro. 
vinces in this hemisphere, attracted the attention, 
and excited the sympathy of our fellow-citizens 


"a aN from its commencement. This feeling was natural 
=e 


rand honorable to them, from causes which need not 
be communicated to you. It has been gratifying to 
all to see the general acquiescence which has been 
manifested, in the policy whichthe constituted au- 
thorities have deemed it proper to pursue in regard 
to this contest. Assoon as the movement assumed 
such a steady and consistent form, as to make the 
success of the provinces probable, the rights to 
which they were entitled by the law of nations, as 
equal parties to a civil war, were extended to them. 
‘ Each party was permitted to enter our ports with 
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its public and private ships, and to take from them 
every article which was the subject of commerce 
with other nations. Our citizens also have carried on 
cominerce with both parties, and the government 
has protected it with each, in articles not contra- 
band of war. Through the whole of this contest 
the United States have remained neutral, and have 
falfilled, with the utmost impartiality, all the obli- 
gations incident to that character. 

This contest has now reached such a stage, and 
been attended with such decisive success on the 
part of the provinces, that it merits the most pro- 
found consideration, whether their right to the rank 
of independent nations, with all the advantages 
incident to it, in their intercourse with the United 
States, is not complete. Buenos Ayres assumed 
that rank by a formal declaration in 1816, and has 
enjoyed it since 1810, free from invasion by the 


arent count The provinces eamn-:'—eg ++ --~- 
eee uf VoIdMoIa, ater aving separately declar- 


ed their independence, were united by a funda- 
mental law of the 17th of December 1819. A 
strong Spanish force occupied at that time certain 
parts of the territory within their limits, and waged 
a destructive war. That foree has since been re- 
peatedly defeated, and the whole of it either made 
prisoners or destroyed, or expelled from the coun. 
try, with the exceptios of an inconsiderable por- 
tion only, which is blockaded in two fortresses. 
The provinces on the Pacific have likewise been 
very successful, Chih declared independence in 
1818, and has since enjoyed it undisturbed; and, of 
late, by the assistance of Chili and Buenos Ayres, 
the revolution has extended to Peru. Of the move- 
ment in Mexico, our information is less authentic; 
but it is, nevertheless, distinctly understood that 
the new government hasdeclared its independence, 
and that there is now no opposition to it there, nor 
a force to make any. For the last three years the 
government of Spain has not sent a single corps of 
troops to any partof that country; nor is there any 
reason to believe it will send any in future. Thus 
it is manifest that all those provinces are not only 
in the full enjoyment of their independence, but, 
considering the state of the war and other circum- 
stances, that there is not the most remote prospect 
of their being deprived of it. 

When the result of such a contest is manifestly 
settled, the new governments have a claim to re- 
cognition by other powers, which ought not to be 
resisted. Civil wars too often excite feelings which 
the parties cannot control. The opinion entertain. 
ed by other powers, :as to the result, may assuage 
those feelings, and promote an accommodation be- 
tween them, useful and honorable to both. The 
delay, which has been observed in making a deci- 
sion on thisimportant subject, will, it is presumed, 
have afforded an unequivocal proof to Spain, as it 
must have done to other powers, of the high re- 
spect entertained by the United States for her 
rights, and of their determination not to interfere 
with them. ‘he provinces belong to this hemi- 
sphere; are our neighbors, and have successively, 


as each portion of the country acquired its inde- | 
such communications as might be in the pogsession 


pendence, pressed their recognitien, by an appeal 
to facts not to be contested, and which they thought 


gave them a just title to it. To motives of interest | 


this government has invariably disclaimed all pre- 
tension, being resolved to take no part in the con- 
troversy, or other measure in regard to it, which 
should not merit the sanction of the civilized world. 
To other claims a just sensibility has been always 
felt, and frankly acknowledged; but they, in them- 
selves, could never become an adequate cause of 


——_ 


faction. It was incumbent on this government te 
look to every important fact and circumstance, on 
which a sound opinion could be formed; which has 
been done. When we regard. then, the great | 
length of time which this war has been prosecuted; 
the complete success which has attended it in favor 
of the provinces; the present condition of the par. 
ties, and the utter inability of Spain to produce any 
change in it, we are compelled to conclude that its 
fate is settled, and that the provinces which have 
declared their independence, and are in the enjoy- 
mont of it, ought to be recognized. 

Of the views of the Spanish government on this 
subject, no particular information has been recently 
received. It may be presumed that the successful 
progress of the revolution, through such a long 
series of years, gaining strength and extending an- 


nually in everv direction. and embracing, by the 
rave Hnportant events, with little exception, all the 


dominions of Spain, south of the United States, on 
this continent; placing, thereby, the complete so- 
vereignty over the whole inthe hands of the people, 
will reconcile the parent country to an accommoda- 
tion with them; on the basis of their unqualified in- 
dependence. Nor has any authentic information 
been recently received of the disposition of other 
powers respectingit. A sincere desire has been che- 
rished to act in concert with them inthe proposed 
recognition, of which several were some time past 
duly apprized, but it was understood that they 
were not prepared for it. The immense space be. 
tween those powers, even those which border on 
the Atlantic and these provinces, makes the move- 
ment an affair of less interest and excitement to 
them than to us. It is probable, therefore, that 
they have been less attentive to its progress than 
wehave been, It may be presumed, however, that 

the late events will dispel all doubt of the result, 
In proposing this measure, it is not contemplated 
to change thereby, in the slightest manner, our 
friendly relations with either of the parties, but 
to observe, in all respects, as heretofore, should the 
war be continued, the most perfect neutrality be- 
tween them. Of this friendly disposition an assu- 
rance will be given to the government of Spain, to 
whom it is presumed it will be as it ought to be, 
satifactory. The measure is proposed under a tho- 
rough conviction that it is in strict accord with the 
law of nations; that it is just and right, as to the 
parties, and that the United States owe it to their 
station and character in the world, as well as to 
their essential interests, to adopt it. Should con- 
gress concur in the view herein presented, they 
will doubtless see the propriety of making the ne- 

cessary appropriations for carrying it into effect. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, March 8, 1822. 
The following report accompanied the message: 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, 7th March, 1822. 
The secretary of state, to whom has been refer- 
red the resolution of the house of represen{atives 





of the 30th of January last, requesting the presi- 
dent of the United States to lay before that house 


of the executive, from the agent of the United 
States with the governments south of the United 
States, which have declared their independence: 
and the communications from the agents of such 
governments in the United States, with the secre- 
tary of state, as tend to shew the political condi- 
tion of their? governments, and the state of the 
war between them and Spain, as it might be con- 





sistent with the public interest to communicate; has 
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the honor of submitting to the president, the papers 
required by that resolution. . 

‘The communications from the agents of the Unit- 
ed States are only those most recently received, and 
exhibiting their views of the actual condition of 
the several South American revolutionary govern- 
ments. No communication has yet been received 
from Mr. Prevost since his arrival at Lima. 

There has been hitherto no agent of the United 
States in Mexico; but among the papers herewith 
submitted, is a letter, recently reteived from a citi- 
zen of the United States, who has been some years 
residing there, containing the best information in 
possession of the government, concerning the late 
revolution in that country; and specially of the 
character embraced by the resolution of the house, 
| JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

To the president of the United States. 

: LIST OF THE DOCUMENTS TRANSMITTED. 
Papers with the report of the secretary of state to she 

president, of 7th March, 1822, in relation to South 

American affairs. 

The secretary of state to John M. Forbes, Sth 
July, 1820. 

Mr. Forbes to the secretary of state, 2d Septem- 
ber, 1821, extracts. 

Same to same, 11th September, 1821, extracts. 

Same to same, 28th September, 1821, extracts. 

Same to Mr. Rivadavia, 14th September, 1821. 

Mr. Rivadavia to Mr. Forbes, 15th Sept. 1821. 

Minute of aconference with Mr. Rivadavia, 17th 
Sept. 1821. 

Mr. Rivadavia to Mr. Forbes, 6th October, 1821. 

Decree, 6th October, 1821. 

Mr Forbes to secretary of state, 26th October, 
1821, extracts. 

Same to same, 8th November, 182], extract. 

Same to same, 13th November, 1821, extracts. 

Mr. Prevost to the secretary of state, 30th June, 
1821, extracts. 

Same to Mr. Joaquin Echeveria, 15th June, 1821, 
copy. 

Bes. O’Higgins to Mr. Prevost, 23d June, 1821. 

Mr. Hogan to the secretary of state, 18th Au- 
gust, 1821, extracts. 

Act of independence of Peru, translation. 

Mr. Brent to secretary of state, 10th July, 1821. 

Mr. Torres to same, 20th February, 1821, trans- 
lation. % 

Fundamental law of congress of Venezuela, 17th 
December, 1819, translation. 

Credential letter to Mr. Torres, translation. 

Mr. Torres to the secretary of state, 30th No- 
vember, 1821, translation. 

Same to same, 30th December, 1821, translation. 

Same to same, 2d January, 1822, translation. 

Secretary of state to Mr. Torres, 18th January, 
1822. 

James Smith Wilcocks to the secretary of state, 
25th October, 1821. 

Treaties concluded in the city of Cordova, on 
24th August, 1821, between O’Donoju and Itur- 
bide, translation. 

Decree of the regency of Mexico, translation. 

Manifesto to the people of Mexico, translation. 

Wehave acopy of these documents. The let- 
ter of Mr. Wilcocks, giving an account of events 
in Mexico, is very interesting, and we shall en- 
deavor to give it a place in the Recistsr.] 

Mr. Condict moved that the message should be 
referred to the com. on foreign relations—Mr. Rhea 
preferred a com. of the whole. Messrs. F. Jones 
and Lowndes, expressed their pleasure at the re- 
ctipt of the message, and wished it referred to the 








committee, as named by Mr. Condict. Mr. Wright 
had the same feelings, but desired that a commit- 
tee of the whole should take it up— 

Mr. Taylor said, the preliminary reference of 
this subject to the committee of foreign relations 
would not deprive the gentleman from Maryland 
of the opportunity of making known his views on 
the subject, which he could do upon the report of 
that committee. The message referred to a great 
extent of country; it embraced a number of go. 
vernments, to some of which it might be proper to 
send ministers—to others not. Was it not wise— 
was it not proper, that the message should be re. 
ferred to some committee, that a definite proposi- 
tion might be presented to the house, and that, af- 
ter it was presented, the house should then make 
such a disposition of it asit shouldthink best? This 
Mr. T. thought was the proper course. 

Mr. Cannon thought the proper course would be 


to vefer this subject to the committee of i 
relations; but rose to move that prea vi llasSbe.e peng 


companying the message should be printed, as 
wellasthe message itself. = 


Mr. WVelson, of Va. suggested that the usual cour. 
tesy of the house, which allows a gentleman, on 
whose motion papers are required by the house, to 
move the disposition of them, had been in this case 
departed from, being the first instance within his 
knowledge in which it had’ been dote. But he rose 
to second the motion to refer these papers to the 
committee on foreign relations. The object of the 
recommendation of the president, was to change 
the relations of this country with foreign powers. 
If ever there was a case in which a subject ought 
to be referred to the committee of foreign rela. 
tions, thts was such a case. He asked, also, that 
5,000 copies of the papers should be printed. 

Mr. Rhea spoke at some length in favor of a re. 
ference of this subject to a committee of the whole 
on the state of the union. He was opposed toany 
delay. It was well known now, he said, that these 
countries of South America have established their 
independence so that it never would be overturned 
till the sounding of the last trumpet. Those coan- 
tries, under the auspices of the Almighty Governor 
of the Universe, have overturned their-opponents, 
and established their independence at the expense 
of their blood and treasure. Ie was not for sub- 
mitting to the committee of foreign relations the 
question whether or not they should be acknow- 
ledged? &c. 


Mr. Farrelly drew, from the great disposition to 
debate this subject at this late hour, an argument 
against the reference of the subject to a committee 
of the whole. He apprehended that, if so referred, 
a discussion would arise on it which would consume 
half the session in unavailing debate, &c. He 
thought, also, courtesy required that the papers 
should be referred as wished by the gentleman on 
whose motion they had been called for. 


Mr. Jones expressed his pleasure that his worthy 
colleague had become favorably disposed towards 
the acknowledgment of the independence of the 
southern republics. He wished to see a report 
from the committee of foreign relations on this 
subject. Fours years ago he had been in favor of 
recognizing the independence of some of these 
governments; and he should like to know, from the 
committee, in what their situation differed, wher 
he was in a minority of 45 on that question, from 
what it was at this moment. He was a plain honest 
man—a plain one he knew, and he hoped an honest 
one—and he wished to have from the committee a. 
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plain and honest statement of the facts on this sub. 
ject. 

, The question to refer the papers to a committee 
of the whole was negatived; and they were refer- 
red to the committee on foreign relations.’ 

On tlie question to print the documents, Mr. Cook 
supported that motion. The papers, he said, had 
a close bearing on the subject, and were from off- 
cial sources. Not having himself that intuitive 
knowledge of the subject which some gentlemen 
seemed to possess, he wished these documents to 
be printed that he might have an opportunity of 
examining them. 

The message and documents were both ordered 
to be printed. The question was stated on printing 
5,000 copies of the message—when, 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, (at 6 o’clock nearly) 
the house adjourned. 


Saturday, March9. Mr. Kent presented the pe 
ution or sundry inbabitants of the District of Co- 


jumbia, praying that a mode may be prescribed for 
ascertaining whether a majority of the inhabitants 
of that district are desirous of being re-invested 
with the rights of citizenship, and if so, in what 
manner that object can be best accomplished; 
which, on motion, was referred to the committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Poinsett, from the joint library committee, 
to whom was referred a letter on the subject of a 
collection of French medals, intended to have been 
presented to said library by G. W. Erving, esq. 
and which were lost at sea, madea report thereon, 
accompanied by the following resolution, which 


was twice read. 
Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States of America, in congress assembled, That the director 
of the mint be, and he is hereby, instructed to cause a reasonable | 
number of medals, commemorative of important events in the 





istory of the United States, to be coined at such time as shall not | 

inane with the ordinary business of the mint, and to be sold at | 
a price adequate to defray the expense of coining. 

The resolution of Mr. Floyd, offered yesterday, 


requesting information on the subject of distribut- 
ing rations among the Indians, was taken up and 
agreed to. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States, transmitting a report from the 
war department, exhibiting the annual return of 
the militia of the several states, their arms, accou- 
trements and ammunition. 4 

A bill from the senate to establish a territorial 
government in Florida; and a bill from the senate 
concerning the navigation and commerce of Flori- 
da, were severally twice read and referred. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was then 
taken up—being a motion, which was pending when 
the house adjourned last evening, to print 5,000 
additional copies of the message of the president 
of the United States, recommending the recogni- 
tion of the South American states. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Chambers, that num- 
ber of the documents were also ordered to be 
rinted. | 

The house, in committee ef the whole, took up 
the bankrupt bill—Mr. Randolph spoke against its 
passage for the space of two hours: Mr. Wright 
replied on the other side. The question on strik- 
ing out the first section was taken; for it 59, against 
it 79. This appeared to determine the opinion of 
the house that a bankrupt law should be passed; 
and, thereupon, Mr. J’racy suggested an amend- 
ment. This occupied the time until nearly 40’clock, 
when the committee rose, had leave to sit again, 
and the house adjourned. 


Monday, March 11. Mr. Lowndes, from the se- 





lect committee to whom was referred the report of 


the secretary of state on weights and measures, 
made a report, which shall be inserted hereafter. 

Leave was asked and obtained for the absence of 
Mr. fandolph for the remainder of the session. 

The house refused, 82 to}63, to consider a reso. 
lution which had for its purpose the fixing of a day 
on which the session should terminate. 

After a variety of other proceedings, not neces- 
sary to notice just now—the house resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole on the bankrupt bill. 
Many proposed amendments were negatived, and 
the committee proceeded so far with the bill as to 
pass through thirty-nine sections of it—when, it be- 
ing 4 o’clock, the committee rose,—and, after some 
conversation, had leave to sit again. : 

Tuesday, March 12. Stephen Van Rensselaer 
elected to supply the place of Solomon Van Rens- 
selaer, appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. Butler, from the committee on agriculture, 
made a report favorable to the petition of Antho- 
ny Dey and James McDonald, praying for encou- 
ragement by congress of their invention for the 
breaking and dressing of flax and hemp, &c. re- 
commending a reference of the petition to the 
committee on the judiciary, with a view to an ex- 
amination on the bearing of the patent laws; which 
was agreed to. 

' Many reports, &c. were received and disposed of 
for the present, not necessary to notice just now— 
and to be referred to hereafter as acted upon, &c. 

Mr. Walworth laid on the table the following 
joint resolution: 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States of America, in congress assembled, Two thirds of both houses 
qoaenr ene that the following amendment to the constitution of 
the United States be proposed to the legislatures of the several 
states, which, when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of 
the states, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the 


| said constitution: “That until congress shall establish uniform laws 


on the subject of bankruptcy throughout the United States, it 
shall be lawful for the several states, or any of them, to enact 
bankrupt or insolvent Jaws, in the same manner, and with the 
like effect, as they might have done previous to the adeption of 
the constitution of the United States.” y 

The house resolved itseif into a committee of the 
whole on the bankrupt bill. Various motions to 
amend were made—most of them rejected and 
some agreed to, and the yeas and nays were called 
several times —all which, the result has rendered 
of little interest to our readers, and much speaking 
took place on ordering the bill to be engrossed for 
a third reading. At last— 


The main question was ordered, and was put, on 


reading the bill a third time and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen of Mass. Baldwin, Barber of Con. Bayly, 
Bigelow, Borland, Breckenridge, Burrows, Cambreleng, Cam 
bell, of N. ¥. Causden, Cocke, Colden, Conkling, Crafts, Cush- 
man, Darlington, Dennison, Durfee, Dwight, Eddy, Edwards, of 
Con. Edwards, of Pa. Eustis, Farrelly, Findlay, Fuller, Gorham, 
Hawks, Herrick, Hill, Holcombe, Hubbard, Jones, ot Tenn. Kent, 
Kirkland, Little, McCarty, Miluor, Montgomery, Moore, of Va. 
Moore, of Va. Moore, of Ala. Neale, Nelson, of Mass. Patterson, 
of N. Y. Pitcher, Poinsett, Rich, Rochester, Rogers, Ruggles, Russ, 
Russel, Sawyer, Sergeant, S. Smith, J. S. Smith, Sterling, of Con. 
Sterling, of N. Y. Stoddard, Taylor, ‘od, Tomlinson, Tracy, Van 
Rensselaer, White, Whitman, Wiliamson, Wood, Woodson, 
Wright.—72. 

NAYS.— Messrs. Alexander, Allen, of Ten. Archer, Ball, Barber, 
of Ohio, Basset, Bateman, Baylies, Blackledge, Blair, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Burton, Butler, Campbell ef Ohio, Cannon, Cassedy, 
Chambers, Condict, Conner, Cook, Cuthbert, Dane, Dickinson, 
Edwards of N. ©. Floyd, Gilmer, Gist, Gross, Hall, Hardin, Har- 
vey, Hobart, Hooks, Jackson, F. Johnson, J. T. Johnson, J. S. 
Johnston, Jones, of Va. Keys, Lathrop, Leftwich, Lincoln, Litch- 
field, Long, Lowndes, McCoy, MceDuthe, MeNeill, McSherry, Mal- 
lary, Matlack, Matson, Mattocks, Mercer, Metcalfe, Mitchell, of 
Pa. Mitchel, of S. C. Morgan, Murray, Nelson, of Va. New, New- 
ton, Overstreet, Patterson, of Pa. Phillips, Pierson, Plumer, of N.H. 
Plumer of Penn. Reed of Mass. Reid, of Geo. Rhea, Ross, Sanders, 
Scott, Sloane, Arthur Smith, W. Smith, Alexander Smyth, Ste- 
venson, Stewart, Swan, Swearingen, Tatnall, Thompson, Trimble, 
Tucker, of S. C. Tucker, of Va. Upham, Vance, Van Wyck, 
Walker, Walworth, Whipple, Williams, of N C. Williams, of Va. 
Wilson, Woodcock, Worman.—99. 


So the bill was rejected. 
And, at half past 5 o’clock, the house adjourned. 
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The following shews the different states to | 
which the gentlemen belonged, who voted on the 
bankrupt bill. 

Maine ° ° 
New-Hampsbire 
Massachusetts . 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut '- 
Vermont 
New-York 
New-Jersey 
Pennsylvania - 
Maryland 
Virginia 
North Carolina . 
South Carolina . 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Ohio 
Louisiana 
Illinois 
Missouri 
Alabama , 


5 Ayes 


2N ays. 
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Wednesday, March 13. After disposing of some 
minor business, the house went into the considera. 
tion of the report of the select committee appoint- 
ed to revise and alter its standing rules—which 
occupied the day until 5 o’clock, P. M. 

We shall not give anaccount of all that was pro. 
posed and said—the matters are not of interest 
enough to our readers to detail, though some are 
important for the transaction of business in the 
house. A good number of little amendments were 
proposed by different members; as that—no person 
should wear his hat in the hall; that no member 
should read a newspaper or write or read a private 
letter in his seat, during the sittings of the house; 
that no one should smoke a segar [why not a pipe, 
also) in the hall or in the lobby—but all these 
things were rejected. The report of the commit- 
tee was generally agreed to, but nothing to abridge 
long talking was adopted; though Mr. “Mercer sub- 
mitted an amendment to the second rule, the pur- 
port of which was, that, after a subject had been 
under discussion for three hours on each day of 
three successive days, in the house or in committee 
of the whole, a motion to adjourn, or rise and re- 
port, (unless the question shall have been decided), 
should not be ordered before 7 o’clock, P. M. 


These matters were unfinished when the house 


adjourned. 


THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS—-MaRcH 14, 

In the senate. Mr. Macon’s motion relative to 
brevet rank, was agreed to. 

After debate—a motion was made to strike out 
the first section of the bill relating to the bank of 
the United States. Carried by yeas and nays—yeas 
23, nays 19. The remaining section was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. [This provides 
only for the punishment of frauds, &c. by the offi- 
cers oragents of the bank.] 


In the house .of representatives. Mr. Walworth’s 
resolution, proposing a constitutional amendment 
to restore to the states the power of enacting bank. 
rupt laws, was considered, read twice and commit- 
ted to a committee of the whole. 


The speaker laid before the house a communica 
tion from the war department, transmitting a list of 
brevet officers, &c. as required by a resolution of 
this house; which was ordcred to lie on the table. 


After some time spent about the rules of the 
house, which were ordered to be printed as amend- 
ed—some private bills were taken up in a com- 
mittee of the whole, and disposed of. 

On motion of Mr, Smith, of Md. the house then 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, on 
“a bill to authorize the secretary of the treasury 
to exchange certain stocks.”’ 

The general object of the bill was to pay off the 
United States stock, bearing six and seven per 
cent. interest, by creating a new stock, bearing an 
interest at five per cent. redeemable at a future 
period. 

Mr. Baldwin moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing after the word “thirteen” in the 7th line, the 
words, ‘and also two millions of the six per cent. 
stock of 1820.” 

Much conversation, or debate, followed, and 
taany gentlemen delivered their remarks on the 
subject—but the committee rose without a deci- 
sion, and the house adjourned. 








CHRONICLE, 


Naval, In consequence of some misunderstand- 
ing among the naval officers at Boston, capt. Shaw 
has been placed under arrest, and will be tried by 
a -ourt martial, of which capt. Zingey is to be pree 
sident. 

The U.S. ship Franklin and schooner Dolphin, 
left Rio Janeiro for Valparaiso, about the 25th 
December last. 

Washington. The citizens of New York have 
resolved to erect an equestrian statue, in bronze, of 
the father of his country. 

Moliy Macauly has received a pension from the 
legislature of Pennsylvania, for services rendered 
in the revolutionary war. She was a very brave 
soldier, and when under gen. Wayne, was accustom- 
ed to swing her sabre over her head, and huzza 
for “Mad Anthony,” as she called the general. 
She held the office of a sergeant, and was wounded 
at the battle of Brandywine, which led to the dis- 
covery of her sex. 

The marguis de Maison Rouge.—We are inform- 
ed, that we overrated, in our last, the extent of the 
claim of the marquis de Maison Rouge. It amounts, 
we understand, to the precise quantity of 208,344 
arpens, equal to about 175,000 American acres. 
We never examined the papers, and had heard 
that the extent of the claim was more than half a 
million of acres. Our later information gives. the 
true amount, as above stated. Nat. Int. 

“The worm.” It was accidentally discovered by 
Thomas Shields, esq. while residing at the Bay of St. 
Louis, where “the worm” is very destructive to the 
bottoms of vessels, or other wooden substances ex- 
posed to its ravages, that the Sweet Gum is not 
touched by this animal. To test the discovery, a 
small tree of this description was placed in the wa- 
ter, in the most exposed situation, where it remain- 
ed four years, free from moss, barnacles, or any 
other excrescence,—-no traces of the worm, except 
three or four small punctures of inconsiderable 
d: pth. Thisis consi lered as sn :»po tant ‘ise very. 

Fires. After the recent destruction of some 
buildings by fire at Washington, Penn. the fall of a 
stack of chimnies caused the death of five persons 
and severely wounded three others—among whom 
were several gentlemen of the greatest respecta- 
bility. Chimnies, thus left standing, are most dan- 
gerous, and generally fall when they become cold: 
it is the practice in cities to pull them down, to pre- 





| vent calamities like that above stated. 
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A house was lately consumed in Westmoreland, 
Penn. It happened that the only persons in it at 
the time were three female children—one aged 
four years and two months, another two years and 
four months, and an infant in the cradie, about six 
months old. The eldest, being alarmed, went in 

ursuit of her mother; but had not proceeded far 
fore she returned, and rescued her little sisters, 
though the pillow in the cradle was actually on 
fire. After this, she carried out several things that 
her feeble strength would allow of, before any aid 
arrived. The courage and presence of mind of this 
child excites our astonishment. 

Bowdoin college, at Brunswick, in the state of 
Maine, was lately consumed by fire. The confla- 
gration was so rapid that the students lost most of 
their clothes and books. 

Appointments, 3c. The following appointments 
have been recently made by the president of the 
United States, with the advice and consent of the 

nate. ; : 
ner Ware, to be district judge for the district 
of Maine, vice Albion K. Parris, resigned. _ 

Andrew Hull, jr. to be marshal for the district of 
Connecticut. a 

William Dougherty, to be marshal for the district 
of Ohio. Lae 

Jeremiah Cuyler, to be district judge of the U. 
States, for the district of Georgia. 

. The following appointments, made by. the presi- 
dent of the United States during the recess, have 
been confirmed by the senate, viz. 

_ KF. D. Fenwick, of Maryland, to be consul of the 
United States for the port of Nantes, in France, 

Alexander Burton, of Pa. to be consul of the U, 
States for the pert of Oporto, in Portugal. 

John Godfrey Boker, of Ramscheid, to be consul 


_ of the United States for the Prussian provinces of 


Rhine. 
“= M. Harrison, to be consul of the U, States for 
the island of St. Bartholomews. 

1. P. Devereizx, to be attorney of the United 
States for the district of North Carolina. 

Jesse Moore, Daniel Bussard, Walter Newman, R. 
C. ;Weightman and James Ord, of the District of 
Colutmbia, to be justices of the peace, for the coun- 
ty of Washington. 

The following re-appointments of marshals have 
been made by the president, and confirmed by the 
senate. 5 

Paul Bentalou, for Maryland district. 

Morton A. Waring, for South Carolina. 

John T’. Mason, for Kentucky. 

Eben. RK. Dexter, for Rhode Island. 

James Brobson, for Delaware. 

Elias Glenn, is re-appointed to be United States 
attorney, for the district of Maryland. — 

The Sueguehannah. The city councils of Balti- 
more have passed an ordinance to raise 50,000 dol]- 
Jars to improve the navigation of this noble river. 
A Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, paper, speaking of 
the importancé of water communication, mentions 
that, exclusive of several keel boats on the Juniata 
river, (a fine branch of the Susquehannah) there 
are now preparing on the different navigable 
streams which pass through Huntingdon county, 
upwards of fifty arks, from 25 to 30 tons burthen, 
intended for the transportation of iron, wheat, flour, 
&c. during the spring freshets. 

Auburn N. ¥Y. Feb. 13.—Sundry individuals, con- 
nexions of Joseph Munger, esq. of Paris, Oneida 
county, lately met together at his house, and, while 








ee 


sitting at the tea table, it was noticed that there 
were individuals of five generations present, and the 
one of the first generation held in her arms and fed 
the one of the Sfth generation. . 

Virginia. The legislature of this state adjourn- 
ed on the 4th inst. The editors of the «Nationad 
Intelligencer” say that the editors of the «Enqui- 
rer” have been “deserted in their utmost need,” 
because that legislature did not «discharge another 
battery of words at the, general government.” 

uP The opportunity is apt to say, that we were 
misinformed of the fate of Mr. Epps’ resolutions, 
inserted in page 404 of the last volume. They 
were not rejected. On the contrary, it is believed 
that they would have passed, with some small 
amendments, if they had been called up; which 
the pressure of other business prevented. 

Nothing of a decisive character was done in con- 
sequence of the Kentucky mission, about the ‘oc- 
cupying claimants’ law”—except that a commis- 


sioner was appointed to wait upon the legislature 


of Kentucky, at its next session, which is expected 
to take place in May. ) 

Indianapolis is the name of the new seat of go- 
vernment of the state of Indiana. The sale of the 
lots took place only in October last—and there are 
already erected forty dwelling houses,besides work- 
shops, &c. one grist and two saw-mills, and the po- 
pulation is considerable. 

Tampa Bay, Florida. Mr. P.S.Chazotte has ad- 
dressed a lettér to the editor of the Washington 
City Gazette, in which he says—«I visited that bay 
in September last. Boca Grande furnishes from 7 
to 12 fathoms water; and the average depth of wa- 
ter from Castor Key to 15 miles up the bay, in-a 
north-east course, averages five fathoms. There is 
another entrance, between Castor and Pollux Key, 
which depth averages four fathoms at high water. 
Four considerable rivers, with very bigh falls on 
the Manantee, empty their water into this riyer.” 





LavpABLE PRoceEDINGS. At.a late meeting of 
a county conyention, from Albany, the following 
preamble and resolution (with others) were adopt- 
ed: Benjamin Knower, esq. being chairman and 
John McUarty, esq. secretary—~ 

Whereas the practice of making certain appoint- 
ments within the gift of the national administra- 
tion, from among the representatives of the peo- 
ple, in the congress of the United States, by creat- 
ing frequent elections, in order to supply the places 
of those who are induced to vacate their seats, in 
consequence of such appointment causing much 
expense and inconvenience to the public; and as 
it places such representatives within the reach. of 
improper influences, may in time become danger- 
ous to the rights and liberties of the people: And 
whereas, the constitutiton of this state, recently 
adopted, restrains any member of the legislature 
from accepting any office within the gift of the 
governor and senate, during the term for which he 
shall have been elected— 

Resolved, That the senators from the middle dis- 
trict, and the members of assembly from this coun- 
ty, be requested to use their best endeavors to in- 
duce the legislature to recommend the adoption of 
an amendment of the constitution of the U. States, 
disqualifying any member of the national legisla- 
ture from receiving any appointment, civil or mili- 
tary, under the government of the United States, . 
except that of minister to a foreign power, dur- 
ing the term for which he shall have been elected. 
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